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TUE INQUISITION. 


FOR the information of our 
readers, and that they may com- 
are the blsssings of civil and reli- 
gious liberty, with the cruel bon. 
dage which many groan under, 
we will netice some of the recent 
heart chilling enormities committed 
by the Inquisition in Spain, and 
then give a geueral history of the 
horrid Inquisition. 

That there should exist in this 
day when such a blaze of light is 
bursting upon the world, such a 
species of bigotry and euperstition, 
would seem almost incredible, but 
such is the fact, and such the frail- 
ty of human nature, as thus to be 
willingly duped by a set of wicked 
and designing men who under the 
false pretence of acting in * Holy 
Office,”? commit enormities which 
call for reparation from heaven and 
earth. 

The Inquisition exists in Vaten- 
cia, the capitol of the province se 
called, in Spain, 170 miles E. S. E. 
of Madrid, where there isa popu- 
Tation of 105,000 ; the governor, 
the captain general of the Province 
and a royal regent preside. 

An account of the recent cruel- 
ties committed by this Inquisition, 
will be found in the following 


Extract of a letter from Valencia, of 


August 28, 1819. 
*« Words are wanting to express 


my feelings and to convey to you 
an idea of the scenes of horror and 
blood represented in this ctty.— 
My pen drops from my hand when 
I attempt to describe to you the 
horrid and excruciating torments 
which Elio* has imposed on 119 
persons of all classes, ages, sexes, 
and conditions, he himself being 
present at the greatest part of those 
abominable punishments, in order 
that by his captious and designing 
questions he might be able to rend 
from them the secret of a revolu- 
tion, which he imagined would 
take place in Valencia. Some 
have had their arms and legs dislo- 
cated with irons of a new invention; 
others have been pressed down 
with heavy weights, placed on 
the breast and belly ; others have 
had their nails plucked out, one by 
one, in order to prolong their suffer- 
ings. Even a lady, lately delivered 
of twins, has been separated from 
her family, and cast into one of 
the most dismal dungeons of the 
holy office, merely because infor- 
mation against her wae lodged by 
a wicked character, who declared 
that she knew a great deal respect- 
ing the imaginary revolution. — 
Elio himself went to tbe Inquisi- 





* Probably the governor of the city 
or head of the inquisition. 
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tion to interrogate her, and she 

was exposed to a species of dis- 

graceful torture of which even in 

this country we have no example. 

She was bound by the legs and arms 

with harsh ropes on an uneven cradle 

of iron, and finding that in this pain. 

ful attitude she did not give declara- 

tions conformably to the questions pro- 

posed to her, scalding water was 

poured on her naked limbs. This 

unfortunate heroine expired amidst 

the greatest agonies, frantic with 

the remembrance of her twin chil. 

dren, only twenty-one days old,— 

She was one of the heroines of Va- 

lencia, against the attack of mar- 

shal Moucey.—This scene has been 

divulged by one of the dependents 

on the inquisition, less inhuman 

than the rest, and the weeping rel- 

atives of this female martyr to free- 

dom are now deploring her loss. 

So great has been the horror and 

fury excited in the whole of Valen- 

cla by this painful affair that it is 

Visivic On the countenance of every 

inuividual,”? 

ACCOUNT 

OF THE INQUISITION. 

THE ZJnquisition, or the Holy 
Office, (as it is profanely cailed) is 
the court which takes cognizance 
of heresy in some countries subject 
to the Pope, and particularly in 
Spain and Portugal. 

The existence of such a court 
proceeds upon the idea, that it is 
the duty of the civi! magistrate, 
either in his own name, and by his 
own authority, or as the prop and 
the resource of the ecclesiastical 
power to search after heresies, 
and to extirpate them. it takes 
fer granted, iixewise, the absurd 
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and monstrous proposition, that 
the human underflanding can be in. 
fluenced and won by other means 
than those of information communi. 
cated, or argument proposed; and 
that real and conscientious disciple. 
ship can be the result of civil or 
political deprivations, or the inflic. 
tion of corporeal punishment 
Previous to the year 800, those 
charged with heresy, were usva'ly 
charged with sedition or rebeilion 
at the same time, and whenever 
the crime was capital, it was wnder. 
stood to be the result, not merely 
of inaccurate or of perverted theol- 
ogy, but of a criminal opposition 
to the civil and political authorities, 
The trial of the whole case was in 
the hands of the civil magistrate ; 
and, with the exception of ecclesi- 
astical censures, it belonged to sy- 
nods and councils merely to answer 
the question, ** Is the opinion or 
doctrine libelled heretical or not?” 
During the conrse of the ninth, 
tenth and eleventh centuries, how- 
ever, the power of tne ecclesiastical 
tribunals, and of the papacy itself, 
increased in a most remarkable de- 
gree. Che zeal which animated 
the church, and the people of Eu- 
rope, became ilerce aud ungoverna- 
ble ; and the crusades against the 
infidels in foreign parts were equal- 
led in ferocious feeitiy aud dirpost- 
tion, at least, by those against the 
heretics at home. At last, St. 
Dominic, (as he 1s called.) the fa- 
ther of the inquisition, arose. It 
was the object of this zealous but 
mistaken individual, to support the 
Christian faith, and the Papal 
authority, by institutions appro- 
priated to these purposes. The 
trial of the accused was now placed 
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exclusively in the hands of the ecle- 
siastical onaageatie. tA The princi- 
pal inquisitor was likewise the prin- 
cipal judge; he was responsible to 
no other authority than that of the 
Pope ; and he decided, not only 
upon the description or quality of 
the propositions maintatned, but 
Gnally, and without appeal, upon 
the guilt or innocence of the pris- 
oner, And so complete was the 
revolution, achieved by the skill 
and the perseverance of the Romish 
See, that the civil magistrate, once 
the sole judge in matters of heresy, 
was nowCalled upon to do little else 
than to execute the sentences of 
the ecclesiastical tribunal. Strange 
as it may appear, this monstrous 
system was received by many of 
the nations of Europe. It found 
its way especially into the domin- 
ions of Spain and Portugal. The 
inquisitorial courts were establish- 
ed ; and the emperor, or king, or 
powerful lord, themselves trem- 
bling under the fear of excommu.- 
nication, proceeded to remove from 
this world the unhappy individuals 
whom the church had pronounced 
to be guilty of heresy. And the 
example of their pagan predeces- 
sors had long ago taught them 
that fire and faggot were the ap- 
propriate means by which their 
removal was to be accomplished 

It was by Pope Innocent IV. 
(A.D. 1251,) that the inquisi- 
torial courts were introduced into 
Romania, Lombardy, Marca Tre- 
vigiana, and the other Italian pro- 
vinces, more immediately under the 
authority or influence of the Holy 
See. About the ‘year 1484, they 
were established in Spain, and in 
Portugal in the year 1537. In 


the following observations, howev- 
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er, we shall confine ourselves, in a 
creat degree, to the Inquisition as 
it exists in Spain. 

At the head of the inquisition in 
Spain stands the inquisitor-general. 
This high officer is appointed nom- 
jnclly by the king, but in reality 
by the Pope; for the Holy See 
enjoys the privilege of a veto upon 
ihe election of the sove reign, a 
privilege which on certain suitable 
and weil chosen occasions it has 
not failed to exercne. The su- 
preme inquisitor cannot procced 
one step in the discharge of his of: 
fice, till he has received the con- 
firmation of the Pontiff. When 
thus elected, and thus confirmed, 
the inquisitor-general appoints the 
subordinate inquisitors; but, in 
this last instance, the nomination 
of the supreme Inquisitor is subject 
to the review of the king. Besides 
the inquisitor-general, there are 
five councillors, who have the title 
of apostolical inquisitors; it be- 
longs tothem to deliberate upon 
all affairs with the inquisitor-gen- 
eral ; to settle disputes among the 
particular inguisitors ; to punish 
the familars attached to the insti- 
tution, and to receive appeals ; and 
these officers, together with an ad- 
vocate fiscal, two secretaries, and 
other inferior functionarie:, constti- 
tute the supreme conncil or high 
court of the inquisition in Spain. 
This council meets every day 
(with the exception of holidays) 
in the royal palace ; and such ts 
the ascendancy which the Holy 
Office has acquired, that the king 
of Castile before his coronation, 
subiects himself, by a special oath, 
to the judgment and decision of 
the high court of inquisition. In 
the inferior tribunals there are, re- 
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spectively, two or three inguisitors; 
these have the epithet of provincials 
attached to their designations, and 
they exercise their functions, by 
the authority, and uuder the review, 
of the supreme inguisitoria! court. 

The privileges which the inqut- 
sitors exjoy are many and valuable. 
Hach of them bears the title of 
lord. ‘They are not subject to the 
bishops of the provinces where they 
reside, or to the superiors of the 
religious orders to which they be- 
long. They alone can publish the 
edicts against hevetics; they can 
excommunicate, interdict, and sus- 
pend ; and except in a few cases, 
which are distinctly specified, they 
can preveut the ordinaries, or rest- 
cent bishops, from absolviog those 
whom they have subjected to the 
censure of the church. ‘* Whoso- 
ever, by himself or others, shall 
kill, beat, or strike, any of the in- 
quisitors, or officials of the Holy 
Office, or who shall injure or dam- 
age the effects of the said inquisi- 
tors or officials, shall be delivered 
over to the secular power.’? These 
tordiy and privileged functionaries 
likewise enjoy the entire rents of 
their benefices, without tax or im- 
post, they are exempted from all 
‘real and personal offices,’ and 
they may form new laws, after the 
nature of bye laws, against here- 
tics, and modify the punishment at 
pleasure. And last of ail, they 
can mutually absolve, and dispens® 
with themselves, grant indu!gences 
to the penitent, or to those whom 
they shall pronounce to be so, for 
20 or 40 days, as they shall think 
proper ; and for reasons, of which 
they alone are the judges, they can 
release *¢ the companions and friars 
of the several inquisitors, and like. 
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wise their notaries,” during the 
space of three whole years, from 
all the penances which may have 
been enjoined them. 

When the chief inquisitor arrives 
in any of the provinces, he proceeds 
in the exercise of his functions in 
the following manner ; In the first 
place, he delivers a sermon, respect. 
ing the purity of the Catholic doc. 
trine, and exhorts the people to 
zealous and conscientious endeavors 
in the extirpation of heretical prav. 
ity. He then publishes the letters 
mouitory, or, what is otherwise 
called, the edict of faith ; by which 
all persons, of whatever condition 
or state, clergy or laity, are com. 
manded, under pain of excommu- 
nication, to discover to the inquisi. 
tor ** within the six or twelve days 
next following, any person, known 
to them who entertains heretical 
opinions, or is suspected of enter- 
taining them. He then reads the 
sentence of excommunication, and 
inakes comments upon it, and 
promises indulgences to those whe 
shal! favor or support him in the 
execution of his office. The whole 
ceremony is of an imposing and 
awful nature; and, in countries 
where the iuquisition prevails in its 
most fearful ascendency, it is usual, 
immediately after the pub'ation 
of the edict, for those who are 
present, and especially for the ma- 
gistrates of the principle cities, to 
engage themselves under an oath, 
solemnly sworn before the crucifix 
and the gospels, to protect and to 
assist the ministers of the inquist- 
tion with all their authority and 
influence. 

There are three ways in which 
the process may begin before the 
inquisitorial courts; 1, By inves- 
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tigation, where the inquisitor sum- 
mons certain individuals into his 
presence, and inquires into the state 
of the town or district where they 
live. 2. By accusation, where a 
direct charge of heresy is brought 
before the court against one or 
more persons distinctly named.— 
8. By denunciation, where the in- 
quisitor is merely informed that 
certain heretical persons, or per- 
sone suspected of heresy, (who are 
likewise distinctly named,) exist 
within the limits of his jursdiction. 
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This last is by far the most com- 
mon mode, and it is that which the 
inquisitors are most desirous to ene 
courage. Informations are avow- 
edly received without any respect 
to the characters of the persons by 
whom they are given. ‘Ihe lowest 
and most werthless of the clergy 
and laity, thieves and cheats, just 
let loose from prison, prejudiced 
persons,and even children, are al! 
allowed and invited to inform. 

(To be continued } 














RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. | 





REVIVAL OF RELIGION AT SEA. 


Frem an account by William Lan- 
der, captain of the Exeter, an In- 
dia ship, gus? returned to Salem, 
after an absence of fourteen months, 
to the Editor of the Boston Re- 
corder, dated, Salem, Nov. 30, 
1819. 

Srr-——-AS every circumstance 
relative to the advancement of the 
Redeemer's kingdom, is interesting 
to the friends of Zion, I havea 
desire to communicate through the 
medium of your paper, the wonder- 
ful dealings of God with a part of 
my crew, in my late voyage from 
Salem to Batavia During the first 
part of the voyage they appeared 
very light and vain ingtheir lives 
and conversation, until it pleased 
God, on the 14th February last, 
to awaken the attention of one of 
the sailors by reading a sermon to 
Mariners, preached by Mr. Abdbot, 
of Beverly. I was shortly made 
acquainted with the circumstance, 
by another of the sailors. It is 
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impossible to describe the feelings 
which this information gave me.— 
It appeared to me, however, that 
God was about to display his pow- 
er among us. I immediately com- 
menced a cenversation with the 
one who informed me, and told 
him that I had heard that he too, 
had once been the subject of seri- 
ous impressions, but had grieved 
away the Spirit. I continued my 
discourse with him for some time, 
and he afterwards told me, that 
when I left speaking, he was about 
to ask me to desist, a8 he felt the 
load of guilt that hung on his con- 
science to be almost insupportable 

From that time he was brought to 
realise his lost, ruined condition by 
nature and to feel his need of a 
Saviour, and continued ina state 
bordering on despair, for about 
four weeks, when it pleased the 
Lord to make such discoveries to 
his mind of the fulress and sufh- 
ciency there is in Christ, and ca 
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bied him te put such trust in him, 
that he could say, the Lord is my 
righteousness. 

About ten cays after this, it 
pleased God to touch the heart of 
another, by reading the life of Mrs. 
Newell. This togeth rer with Mr. 
Abbot’s sermon made a powerful 


impression on his mind, and by 
reading a tract entitled, “* Ama 
Christian” he was led carefully to 


examine himself, and comparing his 
lite with the rule of duty it pre- 
scsidiak. he found that he fell far 
short. His mind was in darknes a 
considerable time, but at length 
his mind was relieved by reading 
that command of our Lord to his 
Apostles, ‘so ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature ; he that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved, and 
he that believeth not shall be dam- 
ned.” tHe was enabled from that 
time to discover such a beauty and 
harmony in the gospel, that he 
could cordially embrace it ; and 
cheerfully surrender himself and 
his all to God. 

About the 18th of February, 
another of the crew became very 


solemnly impressed with a sense of 


his vileness in the sight of a Holy 
sod. It was now evident to my 
mind that I was called to labor for 
the cause of Christ, among my 
ehip’s company, and I constantly 
endeavored to hold up to their 
view the requirements of God’s 
holy word, and to point them to 
the Lord Jesus Christ as the only 
refue, to exalt the only 
Saviour, and to recommend his 
righteousness es the only fit cloath- 
ing for our polluted souls. He 
went mourning a number of days, 
but at last, his mind became calm 


him aS 
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while reading 2 Cor. v. 1. & For 
we know that if this earthly house 
of our tabernacle were dissolved, 
we have a building of God, a house 
not made with hands, eternal 
the heavens.’’?’ He enjoyed great 
peace of mind, could attest to 
the preciousness of Christ, and felt 
an ardeat and increasing desire to 
love, serve and obey him. 

About the 19th of March, my 
cook a colored man, became very 
much distressed in his mind, and 
seemed bowed down with a load of 
gin and guilt. 1 frequently con. 
versed with him, and endeavored 
to point out to him the only re. 
fuge for lost perishing sinners.— 
He was so much distressed as to 
be scarcely able to perform the or- 
dinary cuties of his station. He 
continued in that state for some 
time, but at length he was enabled 
to lay hold on Christ for pardon 
and eternal life. The one whose 
attention first was called wp, ob- 
tained relief in the same week, from 
this passage being set home with 
power to his mind, ** The Lord 
our Righteousness.’’ 

Thus, during my voyage, five 
of my ship’s company, have as I 
trust, been brought out of nature’s 
darkness into the light and liberty 
of the gospel ; a period of three 
months has elapsed since, and their 
walk and conversation has been 
uniformly such as to adorn the 
gospel of Christ ; and I hope it 
will give encouragement to the 
childrea of God to pray more earn- 
estly tor the conversion of sailors. 


eww 


——— — 


REVIVAL IN GROTON. 


From Mr. Burrows, to his correse 
pondent, dated Groton, Nov. 10; 
1819. 

AGREEABLE to your particular 
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request I do with pleasure attempt 
an account of the blessed work of 
the Lord in the second Baptist 
church in thie town, and the assem. 
bly which met with us. It truly 
may be said that it is the Lord’s 
doings and marvellous in our eyes. 
It hae not as yet been so extensive 
a work as we witnessed ten years 
since (when I baptized nearly two 
hundred) neither hasit yet exceed. 
ed the one five years since, (when 
L baptized about fifty who were 
also united to us) yet at no time 
previous have I witnessed a work 
so powerful, and attended with 
euch awful apprehensions and 
views, as many of the subjects of 
this work have had while under 
ceaviction. I had heard the like 
in some respects, and was unbeliev- 
ing ina great measure, that such 
exercises should be the effect of 
the spirit of God. Perhaps I 
should still continue in doubt, was 
I not a believer of necessity, that 
such may be the effecte and manner 
of his working. It is to be feared 
however, that as satan may deceive 
and influence many to imitate that 
whichis more generally admitted, 
and is the ordinary manner of God’s 
working ; 80 may he also in some 
cases, counterfeit those extraordi- 
nary exercises. Convictions geve- 
rally have taken place in the atten- 
dance on the word preached ; but 
iit many instances without any 
means, and under circumstances 
seemingly the most forbidding, 
some of which I would notice. A 
Mr. , who had -not attended 
any religions meeting for six 
months or more, and but one day 
previous, was almost blaspheming 
respecting this work, was taken on 
his bed ia the night in such hor- 
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rors, as to prevent further sleep, or 
his taking any sustenance almost 
entirely, for several days ; when 
he went of necessity to the man he 
hated before the most of all men, 
and made a most humble and pen- 
itent confession of secret injuries he 
had done him, earnestly begging 
forgivenegs, and that he would pray 
for him. He soon after was 
brought to admire that grace he 
had despised. One other who fear- 
ed not, neither regarded and had 
not attended any religious meeting 
for perhaps ten years or more, 
whose conduct (as, he related in 
his experience) had been, a little 
previous, of a most daring nature ; 
he expressed great horror at the 
thought. In two instances in 
close succession he was in imminent 
danger ; he made promises to God, 
if he would spare him, he would 
fear and serve him. He obtained 
his request in what he thought 
a miraculous deliverance. In beth 
instances he turned round and 
laughed, es though in defiance of 
God! Ina few weeks after, with. 
out any means either of worship, 
reading or religious instruction, his 
awful state was set before him.— 
His distress continued about twe 
weeks, when all hope of forgiveness 
left him. kn his last agony of 
soul, he was heard in the woods 
more than half a mile, which 
brought his neighbors to the place 
to learn the cauce. hey did not 
appreach until they perceived his 
voice to fail, They them went to 
him and fonnd ‘iim prostrate and 
helpless, Soen after they carried 
him to his house, he come to, in 
as great an extacy of joy perhaps 
as any pardoned crimival ever ex- 
perienced, Let no dating sinaer 
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presume on God’s patience because 
the riches of his grace are glortfied 
in this instance. One other, who 
was esteemed an industrious man, 
and prudent in his worldly con- 
cerns, was so entirely insensible to 
those of his soul, that he had not 
attended any worshiping meeting 
for many years, though frequently 
urged by his wife, particularly after 
the present awakening began. In- 
stead of its having any favorable 
effect, he was frequently heard to 
speak contemptuously of this work, 
particularly the afternoon previous 
to his awful distress of soul. He 
went to bed as careless as usual ; in 
the night he was taken in such 
horror, as occasioned a severe ft 
of the ague, attended with drench. 
ing and cold sweats ; his distress 
continued without intermission, and 
almost without sleep, or taking any 
food for several days, when he fourd 
relief. ‘The second day of his dis- 
tress, he came into our meeting 
house for the first time for many 
years, during both the fore and 
afternoon worship, exclaiming what 
shall I do? what shall Ido? (it 
was judged more than a thousand 
times, for it was perpetual, though 
frequently requested to compose 
himself.) The extremities of his 
body were cold as death ; his coun. 
tenance depicted awful horror, with 
wringing of hands, and writhing of 
his body. What is singular, he 
never knew until this day what 
was the ground of his disiress ; he 
now viewed himself an awful sin- 
ner. and God to be angry with him. 
His views were such, that for a 
considerable time after he found 
comfort, he could not hear certain 
circumstances mentioned without 
being struck with an ague. Our 
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assembly waé 80 large this day, that 
one fourth part, it was judged, did 
not get within the meeting house, 
Unless you have witnessed some. 
thing similar, you cannot Imagine 
the awful solemnity, great ayita. 
tion, and profuse weepiog, without 
the appearance of ome careless or 
indiffereat person threugh the as. 
sembly, Jn addition to the par. 
ticular circumstance mentioned ae 
bove, there were as many as ten or 
twelve making likedistressing cries, 
at times, while [ addressed the au. 
dience. Many other special cir. 
cumstances might be mentioned. 
Of the aged, some of whom have 
not even read at all in their bible, 
as they acknowledge, for more than 
ten years previous. And of the 
youth, some of them who were gay 
and sprightly, well educated, and 
regular in their deportment and at- 
tendance on worship, have been so 
distressed in their minds, as to af- 
fect their nervous system in such a 
degree, as to lose their bodily pow- 
ers and need help to leave the meet- 
ing house.—Some have been con- 
fined to their beds, for several days, 
not able of themselves to sit up; 
while their cries for mercy were 
heard by their neighbors, at a great 
distance. Their nervous affections: 
have in all cases which have come 
to my knowledge ceased with their 
distress of mind. Some have lost 
their distress of mind for several 
days previous to receiving satisfy- 
ing evidence of their adoption.— 
Some have had instant transitions 
from great agony of soul, to a8 
great raptures of joy, as imparted 
by the Psalmist, ciii, 1—4. ** Bless 
the Lord, O my soul—who forgiv- 
ith all thy iniquities, who healeth 
all thy diseases, who redeemech 
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thy life from destruction, whe 
crowneth thee with loving kindness 
and tender mercies.’ ‘hey have 
generally given good satisfaction 
of evangelical experience, from 
rational! views of their lost and help- 
less state, and that recovery 1s only 
through grace in Christ Jesus. [ 
have had messages to call me out 
of my bed at midnight, to ride sev. 
eral miles to witness those agonies, 
and to pray withthe subject. Thus 
work of conviction was preceded 
by an engageduess of the brethren 
of this church, to set things more 
in order in the church, respecting 
some of its delinquent members, at- 
tended with a good degree ofa 
spirit of prayer. ‘The pleasing ef- 
fect given by God’s spirit was, a 
general spirit and temper of confes- 
sion of faults one to another, and 
for omision of duties and obliga- 
tions to oneanother. The work had 
a regular increase from the middle 
of June until about six weeks since, 
when a deeline was apparent. Two 
weeks past it has again revived, and 
we hope for a latter harvest. Fif- 
ty three have been already added 
to us by baptism. There are 
perhaps twenty others, who are 
subjects of this work, and will like. 
ly present themselves shortly, and 
the number is increasing almost 
daily. 

One circumstance I must men- 
tion with gratitude. In all this 
work there has not come to my 
knowledge, one discordant note, 
On the subject of principle or prac- 
tice.— Hartford, ( Conn.) Times. 


REVIVAL IN CANTERBURY, &C. 


WE learn from Elder O. E. 
Morrell, that a glorious work of 
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God is going on in Canterbury, 
and the upper part of Loudon; a 
number have been hopefully con- 


verred. And that in Pittsfield, 
the work continues. 


Se 


For the Christian Herald. 


REVIVAL IN MILFORD, NW 
&c. 


From Elder John Peavey, to. the 
editor, dated, Hartwick, N.Y. 
Otsego county, Nov. 21, 1819. 

Dear Brotuer.—Believing 
the news of the increase of the 
kingdom of the Prince oF PEACE 
to be comforting to all the follow. 
ers of the Lamb, I hasten to give 
thee some intelligence of the won- 
derful dealings of God with us in 
this region. The church of God, 
in New Lisbon, which I mentioned 
in my last letter, have experienced 
a sweet refreshing from the pre- 
sence ofthe Lord. Since the Ge- 
neral Meeting in Sept. a number 
have been added, who have come 
with songs and everlasting joy upon 
their heads. More are happy in 
Christ, and others are seeking Je 
sus of Nazareth, while the atten- 
tion 1s very great and general. The 
church there is in a very thriving 
situation. ‘The church in this 
town and Otsego, is yet endeavor- 
ing to cun with patience the race 
set before them. ‘The Lord has 
lately converted a number who are 
journeying toward their eternal 
home with pleasure. The atten- 
tion is very great through the 
towns. 

In Milford, a town adjoining 
this, on the south, the work of 
God is wonderful. About the 
middle of Sept. last, I went into 
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that town, and preached a few 
times. The people were very at. 
tentive to hear. My mind was 
remarkably drawn out for the 
youth of the place, which were very 
many and remarkably careless as to 
the salvation of their souls. Old 
professors whe had long been buri- 
ed in the rubbish, began to awake 
from their slumber and call upon 
God, that they perish not. 

In about four weeks I visited 
them again and found that the 
word of God, had apparently bad 
some good effect. A great en. 
quiry appeared among the people. 
I preached to them a few times 
more and thought I saw a cloud 
gathering and heard the sound of 
rain. About the first of this 
month I visited them again agreea- 
ble to the very solemn impression 
of my mind and found that God 
was truly at work among the peo. 
ple. Soon the bitter sighs and 
groans were heard all through the 
meeting from every part of the 
house ; and in their private houses, 
the language of many was, while 
bursting into a fisod of tears, 
‘¢ what must [ do to he saved;” 
© pray for me, Iam undone, &c ”’ 
Our meetings were held every day, 
tillat length a few were made hap- 
py in Christ, and a few backsliders 
were reclaimed. On the 12th of 
this month I baptized four ; one 
aged man who was eighty-five 

ears old and his wife who was 
eighty-three. ‘These people were 
converted when short of twenty 
years of age and had lived so many 
years in neglect of this duty. They 
were some of the first settlers in 
this country, have lived a very 
moral life, and are of the first char- 
acters inthetown. Their children 
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and grandchildren are very many 
and respectable. The other two 
were young people. ©, how beau. 
tiful was the sight. Maultitudes 
gathered on the banks of the 
Susqiehannah river who appeared 
very solemn and many in tears. 
After singing and paying these 
aged and young people (converts 
of Christ) went forward in the 
ordinance, chouting the praises of 
God aloud. In the evening of the 
same day I preached toa large and 
very solemn assembly. After 
many had spoken of the things of 
God and all was silent for the mo. 
ment, two youny persons came 
across the meeting house, near the 
cesk, and kneeling down exclaimed 
aloud ‘*Q do pray for my poor 
soul, for I am undone without a 
Saviour.””? ‘This went through the 
assembly like fire, and immediately 
more than tweaoty five, of aged 
middie aged and young persons, 
were on their knees, crying to God 
for mercy. This was about as 
powerful a meeting as I was ever in 
on earth. My soul was drawn out 
in prayer to God in a wonderful 
manner, as also were many others. 
Nearly twenty of the same number 
have experienced the love of God 
aud are made happy in Christ Jesus. 
Meetings have continued about 
every day, for some time past — 
Yesterday | baptized eleven happy 
converts, mostly male persons and 
principally heads of families — 
Many more are waiting an oppor 
tunity to follow their Saviour’s 
example in like manner. About 


thirty-five have already experienced 
peace in believing, and many more 
are under powerful awakening — 
O, how wonderful to see the mighty 
change caused by the power of 
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God. This place has been remark- 
ably noted for vain recreation and 
supeifluity. Now the ball-chamber 
at the 7nn, is converted into a room 
for the saints to worship God in. 
Instead of meeting together for 
parties of vain recreation, the 
young people meet for the worship 
of Jesus ; while the sweet songs of 
praise, and prayers to God are 
heard from almost every quarter, 
and others bitterly lamenting that 
they have lived so long in sin and 
unbelief Most every family for 
quite a distance in this street (say 
a mile and a half) have exnerienced 
more or less of the joy of salvatton, 
while mauy others enjoy the same 
within the distance of five miles. 
‘* This is the Lord’s doings and 
marvellous in our eves.”? A more 
powerful and glorious work, I 
never saw in this state. We have 
some Opposition, but to little effect. 
The converts and friendly people 
appear to be of sound minds and 
firm resolution to search the scrip- 
tures, and continue in the doctrine 
of Christ and the apostles. 

Our Methodist brethren are 
very friendly and much engaged in 
the werk. In Cooperstown, | 
understand the work is glorious.—— 
O may the precious work of God 
spread and pervade the wor!d soon 
when there shall be ene Lord, 
and his name one. Brother 
Howard preaches with us some. 
He i. well engaged in the work 
and his labors are exceeding proiit- 
able. Ovhat the watchmen might 
stand upon the walls, blow the 
trumpet, cry aloud and spare not ; 
that we might be prepared to stand 
in the great day. 

Lam thine in Christ Jesus— 
Farewell, 
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COOPERSTOWN. 

BY communication from Elder 
James Steer. we learn that there is 
a good work of the Lord in Coop- 
erstown, that 50 or 60 have united 
with the Presbyterian church in 
that place, although the Metho- 
dists are supposed to be instrumen. 
tal in the reformation; and that 
the Methodist brethren are much 
engaged in those parts. 


——= 


—_ 


For the Christian Herald. 
From Elder Jabez King, to the 
editor. dated, Broad Albin, Mont- 
gomery county N.Y. Nov. 16, 

1819. 

ON my way to the general 
Meeting at Brutus, I had a number 
of happy meetings. Sept. 26, I 
spoke in the Meeting house on the 
county line of Florid avd Duans 
bush, from Acts xxiv. 13, 14, 15. 
I have been informed since, that on 
that day, prejudice received a death 
blow. It is now good times among 
the brethren. That evening 1! 
spoke in Charleston, and heard one 
convert tell his experience. The 
next morning met the people at 
sun rise, and the meting continued 
till 2 o’clock, P. M. After I had 
done speaking, the time was im- 
proved by singing, exhorting, 
confessing, solicitations for prayers, 
telling experience, prayer and giv- 
ing of thanks. I never saw a more 
general move among all classes. 
We then went to the water side, 
where two were baptized. [I left 
them singing on the bank and went 
on to my next appointment. One 
of them had been sprinkled, since 
she believed,in company with eight 
more ; she informed me there was 
but one ef them now, but what 
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had since been immersed. Elder 
Jon: Spore, is preaching and ype 
tiziug there. Brother Lovejoy, 
baptized two here. last Wed: esday. 
In Sept. an old lady was baptized 


here, over 60 years of age ; as she 
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came up out of the water she gave 
glory to God. The brethren in 
the circle of my travels around here, 
are generally stedfast. In Eden. 
burgh, there are signs of rain, 


ee 
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Lllustrations of passages in the New Testament, which refer to climates, 
places. offices. sentiments, manners, and customs, among the Jews, in the 


time of our Saviour. 


Continued from page 59. 


«IN reading the New Testa- 
ment, we must aiways remember, 
that it was first preached by Jews 
and in Judea.” Bea. L’Enf. In. 

25. 

Luke ni. 17. ** Whose Fawn is 
in his hand, and he will thoroughly 
purge his floor, and will gather the 
wheat into his garner; but the 
chaff he will burn with fire un- 
quenchable.”’ 

Campbell more literally trans. 
lates, ** bis winnowing shovel is in 
his hand.”” The ancient eastern 
mode of threshing and of winnow- 
ing were very different from those 
which are in use with our farmers. 
There is an engraving between 
pages 82 and 83 of Taylor’s Frag- 
ments, or apperdix to Calmet’s 
Dictionary, which conveys very 
clear conceptions of both opera- 
tions. But all which is necessary 
for the illustration of this text, is 
perhaps expressed with sufficient 
fulness in the extract that follows. 

‘T several times saw how corn 
was threshed in Egypt. Every 
peasant chose for himeelf, in the 
open field, a smooth plat of ground, 
from eighty to a hundred paces in 
circumference. Hither was brought 


on camels or asses, the corn in 
sheaves of which was formed a 
ring of six or eight feet wide, and 
of two feet high. ‘T'wooxen drew 
a sledge over the circle of sheaves ; 
and to the sledge was attached a 
chair, in which a man sat to guide 
the cattle, and to keep them. in 
motion. When the corn was thus 
separated from the ear, they threw 
the grains into the air, with a 
shovel, to cleanse them.’’ Neib. 
Trav. v. i. p. 89. 

In the engraving to which we 
have referred, a peasant is seen 
within the circle which is formed 
by the sheaves of grain, with a fork 
or rake, throwing that portion of 
the straw which had not passed 
under the sledge, into the way in 
which the cattle would pass over 
it, in their next passage round the 
threshing floor ; and just without 
the circle is another peasant, with 
a small shovel, which has a lorg 
handle, engaged in winnowing 2 
quantity of the corn which is al- 
ready threshed, by throwing it up 
against the wind, which blows 
away the chaff, but leaves the 
grains of corn, whose weight 
brings them to the ground. 
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The instrument which has long 
been in use among us in winnowing 
grain, is called a fan ; and the same 
general ideas are suggested to our 
minds, in supposing this to have 
been the instrument to which John 
alluded, as by more correct con- 
ceptions of it. Yet it cannot, I 
think, be wholly uninteresting to 
any one, to know that he has in 
his mind precisely the same images, 
which were in the minds of a Jew- 
ish audience, when hearing the ex- 
pressions of the New Testament. 
—The chaff, blown to a small 
distance, and formed into a heap, 
was burned; and the fire was 
quenched only by the destruction 


of the chaff. So, said John to the 


Jews, will it be with you, notwith- 
atanding your descent from Abra- 
ham, if ye repent not. 

26. 

Luke ii. 19,20. ** Herod the 
tetrarch, being reproved by him for 
Herodias, bis brother Philip’s wife ; 
and for all the evils which Herod 
had done, added this above all, that 
he shut up John in prison.”’ 

That Herod, a civil governor, 
who had the power of punishing 
what be thought an indignity, 
should imprison a man who had 
dared to accuse him of crimes, is 
by no means a circumstance to ex- 
cite peculiar attention. But this 
passage demands our notice from 
a higher consideration. It has 
been adduced by infidels, to inval- 
idate the authority of the New 
Testament. We will state the 
objection, and in as short a com- 
pass as we can will give what we 
deem an entirely satisfactory reply 
to it. 

The evangelists say, that John 
reproved Herod for, or on account 





































of Herodias, dis brother Pdilip’s 
wife. This, say the objectors, 
can be no other than Philip the 
tetrarch. But Josephus, who has 
also given an account of this mar- 
riage, says, that the first Husband 
of -Herodias was ** Herod, a son of 
Herod the great, by Mariamne, 
daughter of Simon the high priest. 
They had a daughter, whose name 
was Salome; after whose birth 
Herodias in utter violation of the 
laws of her country, left her hus- 
band, then living and married 
Herod the tetrarch of Galilee, Aer 
husband’s brother by the father’s 
side.” For a more detailed ac. 
count of this marriage, see the 
Jewish Antiquities, B. 18 c.6 — 
The question then is, are the 
evangelists, or is Josephus wrong ; 
or, are they both right ? 

Basnage has endeavored to shew, 
that the error belongs to Josephus. 
But the supposition of error is 
unnecessary, as there is actually no 
contradiction. ‘The accounts, can- 
didly, and carefully examined will 
be acknowledged, I think, most 
perfectly to harmonize. 

Both accounts agreein the facts, 
that the first husband of Herodias 
was a son of Herod the great ; and 
that it was Herod the tetrarch, who 
seduced her from her husband.— 
The ovly disagreement therefore, 
if indeed there be any, respects the 
name of this son of Herod, to 
whom Herodias was first married. 
Let it be observed then, 1. that by 
the will of Herod the great, which 
wes made but a short time before 
his death, Heroc, the son of Ma. 
riamne, was utterly excluded from 
any succession in the government, 
and reduced“to the condition of a 
private man. { Antiquities B, 17, 
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c.8) By this will, Archelaus 
succeeded his father in the govern 
ment of Judea, Samaria, and Idu- 
mea. Herod Antipas was made 
tetrarch of Gallilee and Pacaa ; 
and Philip tetrarch of Traconitis, 
and the neighboring countries A 
few cities were also given to his 
favorite sister Salome. 2 The 
evangelists uniformly, in naming 
those who had offices aad titles, 
name also their titles and offices. 
In tne account of the death of 
John the baptist, and of this mar- 
riage of Herod Antipas, all the 
evangelists give Herod his title. 
But no title is given, and no office 
is named, in speaking of Philip, 
whom they call the first husband of 
Herodias. It is scarcely to be 
doubted therefore, that this Philip 
was a private man. 3. It was very 
common among the ancients, Jews 
as well as heathens, for persons to 
have two names ; and to be called 
sometimes by one, and sometimes 
by the other. We have examples 
inthe New Testament of Simon, 
who is calied Peter, ; of Lebbeus, 
whose surname was Thaddeus; of 
‘Thomas, who was called Didimus; 
of Simeon, who was called Niger; 
and of Saul who was also called 
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Paul. Josephus himself calls Cai. 
phas the high priest, Joseph ; 
though he has indeed told us, that 
he wae also called Caiaphas.— 
Suppose then that this Herod, 
whom he calls the first husband of 
Herodias, was also called Philip, 
and every difficulty onthe subject 
vanishes. 

I do not believe that any Jew, in 
the first centuries, in comparing 
the narratives of the evangelists and 
of Josephus, would have had a 
thought that in these different 
names, there was any thing like 
contradiction. But if this be un. 
satisfactory, we have testimonies 
in direct support of the evangelists. 
Gorvinides says, ** Herodias was 
first married to Philip, and was 
taken away from him by Herod 
Antipas.” The old Hebrew 
chronicle says, ‘* Antipas tuok the 
wife of his brother Philtp, he being 
yet living,’’ &c. and so also says 
an cld chronicle ef the second 
temple. Sull we believe, that he 
was known as Philip Herod, and 
was Called sometimes by one name, 
and sometimes by the other. 

See Lardner, v. 1. pp. 16, 17. 
348 389—397. And Whitby on 
Matthew xiv. 3.—ChA.Dis. 
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_ FOREIGN RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 





INDIA. 
From Mr. Kam’s visit to the Mo- 
luccas, in 1817. 
Amboyna.—I arrived at the Isl- 
and of Chiauw, or Ziauw, on the 
24th September; and was pleased 
to find the king of the Islanda 
very religious man. After my 


painful journeyings, his company 
wae asa refreshing.spring to my 


weary soul. He was employed 
every day in studying his bible. — 
Vhe love of God whick passeth all 
understanding, had taken posses- 
sion of his heart. This good man 
seemed exceedingly glad of my 
arrival, and obliged me to explain 
certain passages of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Whatever I said that he 
was not previously acquainted with, 
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he put down in a_ writing-book 
with which he had provided him. 
self for this express purpose. 

He requested that I should 
baptizea considerable number of his 
slaves, both men and women, who 
had been instructed in the doctrine 
of christianity. Having convinced 
myself as far as possible, of the 
sincerity of their professions, I 
complied ; rejoicing in the work 
which God is carrying on in this 
part of the world. 


Thé 29th of October was set > 


apart for this great solemnity.— 
The king and his queen were both 
present on the occasion. When 
the administration of this solemn 
rite was finished, we sang the eigh- 
ty-seventh Psalm. A great number 
of people attended on this occasion, 
and also at a service Ia the evening. 

During the solemnity of bap- 
tizing his slaves, the king seemed 
much affected ; and, on his return 
to his house, out of the fulness of 
his heart he himself addressed these 
new members of the chureh, ard in 
a manner I never shall forget. 
‘Thus he spoke ; “ Now you have 
placed vourselves under an obliga- 
tion to love God your Creator, and 
Jesus Christ your Redeemer, and 
ali men as brethren; to abstain 
from all heathenish pleasures, as 
well as from all their superstitions 
—because,”? said he, * this is the 
way to enter into the kingdom of 
God ”’ 

Before I arrived at Chiauw, I 
was acquainted with the excellent 
character of this good man; 15 I 
perceived that Christ was living in 
his heart by faith, I encouraged 
him to address his people frequens- 
ly ; and to read to them, 
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Mr. Kam estates, under date of 
March 6, 1818, that he was about 
to erect a seminary, with the con- 
currence of the new Dntch Gover: 
nor, for the purpose of preparing, 
for the office of Malay _schoolmae- 
ters. 


_—-— - ee 


From the London Evargelical Ma. 
gazine for Dec. 1819, received 
at the office of the Christian Watch. 


mMmaN. 


Recent Intelligence from the Soute 
Seas, 


OTAHEITE. 
Extracts of a letter from S. Mar:- 
den, to the Secretary. dated Parra- 
mata, New South Wales, June 8, 

1819. 

Dear Sin—I have just received 
various letters from the missiona- 
ries at the islands, though no pub- 
lic ones. ‘ They in general contain 
the most gratifying intelligence. 
You will learn with much rea! 
pleasure that Pomare is going oc: 
well, and has finished his immense 
building for the worship of the 
true God. Last month the natives 
were to hold a grand Pentecost. 
Nothing like this as 1 have had oc- 
casion before to remark, has occur. 
red since the days of the apostles. 
The work is all ef God. The 
missionaries, humanly speaking, 
had no strength for such a work, 
although in the discharge of their 
duty, they have endured hardships 
and privations which will never be 
known in Europe. Indeed, it ts 
probable, men of more refined edu- 
cation and habits could not have 
borne them. Had any of the 
great generals of the earth seen 
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Joshua surrounding the walls of 
Jericho, with his ram’s horns, how 
contemptible would his conduct 
have appeared in their sight Ma- 
ny, even sober thinking men, for 
years viewed the mission to the 
islands with sovereign contempt, 
and considered it as the offepring of 
intemperate zeal. The mouths of 
gainsayers must now be stopped, 
and infidels silenced, Facts, which 
are open to the examination of the 
bitterest enemies of the cause, can- 
not be contradicted. This work 
is evidently of God, and his foun- 
dation is sure. What less than 
tafinite power could induce a nation 
to forsake its Gods? ‘The Otahe- 
iteans, king and people, have for- 
saken their gods and cast them 
into the fire, because they were no 
gods. Ther altars no longer 
stream with human gore; their 
infants are no longer murdered as 
goon as born; nor does the poor 
savage any longer remato without 
hope and without God. ‘The 
blessings of Divine Revelation, 
even an this side the grave, can 
never be duly appreciated. It is 
impossible for those who have 
never seen a heathen near death, 
to mmagine the terrible nature of 
his situation. A horrible darkness, 
a satanic dread, an anguish such as 
guilt alone inspires, rack the tor- 
tured mind more and more as death 
approaches ; while the frantic 
friends of the poor dying heathen, 
yell, howl, dance, shout, and distort 
their features into a thousand hor. 
tid forms, to frighten death from 
his trembling prey. Now, blessed 


be God, Jesus steps in between 
satan and death, and the dying 
Otaheiten, sayitg, ‘Fear not, I 
have the keys cf death and hell.’ 
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Satan has lost so'much of his do. 
minion in the islands, that he will 
never regain his former holds. The 
Otaheiteans are now furnished with 
the sword of the Spirit, (the word 
of God.) by which they will be 
able to defend themselves from the 
common enemy. They can now 
read for themselves the holy pre. 
cepts and precious promises of the 
gospel, which will be both their 
guide and consolation in life and 
death. I feel thankful to Almighty 
God for his mercies to these poor 
natives, for whom I can say that 
I have often ‘ travailed ia pain,’— 
The ‘incorruptible seed’ is sown 
amongst them which liveth and 
abideth forever. 


a omen 
_———— 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Crook 
to Mr. Marsden, dated Paofat, 
Wilks’s harbor, Otaheite, Feb. 24, 
1819. 

The chiefs of Atahuru and of 
Papara, Utami and Tati, two sin- 
cere good men who are with us, 
and mean to take up their residence 
here, are preparing to build a large 
boat each. Hitoti also, the chief 
of Tiarei, who lives near us is get- 
ting on very actively with one of 
$2 feet keel. The principal view 
of these chiefs in building these 
vessels, seems to be to visit other 
islands and carry the Gospel to 
them. They have themselves 
profited much by the word of God; 
they understand the Gospel of 
Luke, now in their hands, better 
than most common christains 
among our own countrymen. If 
you mention any subject contained 
therein, they know where to find it, 
and if you ask them the meanings 
they can ia general give a pretty 
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consistent account thereof. I ex. 
pect afother year or two will 
make a marvellous change in these 
people. 


= 


From the English Magazine, for Nov. 
1819 


DACCA. 
The following from this station bas lately 
been received ot Serampors. 


Chittagong, dugust 25, 1818. 


We have five new visitors of the 
Sutya-gooroo’s followers upon en: 
quiry, now with us. I expect to 
baptize two very hopeful young 
men, one a common Hirdoo, and 
the other one of the Sutya-gooroo’s 
people, about the beginning.of next 
month. The head Nuwab of 
Dacca sent a man to request a 
visit from me a few days ago, but 
I was too ill te talk much ; there- 
fore sent brother Rama-Prussada 
with my apology, and promise to 
wait upon him when better ; our 
brother was well received, and had 
above an hour end a half’s conver. 
sation with him upon the plan of 
salvation through Jesus Christ ; 
and what appeared rather singular, 
not a hint respecting the false 
prophet dropped from his High- 
ness’s lips. 

Dacca, Sept. 20, 1818. 

YOU perhaps may call to mem. 
ory a short account in one of my 
letters of the past year, of a prom- 
ising young man of the Catholic 
faith, a Portuguese, who was 
seduced away from the school by 

the priests and his father, in con- 
sequence of his attachment to the 
scripturesand increasing knowledge 
of divine things : aiso his vounger 
brother, 2 pleasing lad about 12 
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years old was earried away with 
him, and continued absent for near- 
ly ayear. But what scheme can 
you conceive the priest fixed on, 
when neither threats nor promises 
could draw him ? He provided 
him a young wife, made him confess 
his sins, do penance, but received 
eight rupees for performing the 
marriage ceremony ! See theend; 
the word and love of Christ took 
root in the heart of this young 
man, which he also continued to 
press home upon his young wife’s 
mind, (who was brought up from 
her infancy by the priest,) with, I 
trust, the desired success; the 
result was, the conversion of both ; 
which the young man could no 
longer conceal, but called upon me 
about two month’s ago, ina state 
of deep sorrow, for having suffered 
himself to be seduced from the 
Lord, and entreated friendship 
with me again. An account of. 
his convictions during the period 
of his absence proved very affecting 
indeed, and had sincerity, as pro- 
ceeding from the renewed heart in 
all its child-like native simplicity, 
stamped upon every sentence. 
When his father observed the 
change in the son and wife. which 
was too evident to be passed un- 
noticed, as also his constant attend. 
ance on the means, he toc: him to 
task abont four days ago, and 
asked if he intended' to become a 
© kafur,’’* an ** «nnabaptist,”’ and 
give up the holy religion of hia 
forefathers ?. To which the young 
man mildly replied, that he was 
answerable to God only for his 
religion, and that the tryth was to 
he f nnd in the written word alone, 
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which he was determined to follow, 
and risk every consequence, de- 
pending upon Christ for supporc. 

The above with many other 
answers, rather tended to irritate 
than appease the father, who de- 
clared, in arage, that he should 
quit the house the next morning 


with nothing more than the clothes 
he had on, and that his wife should 
The 
young man’s feelings were roused 
at the latter part of the threat, to 
which he replied, (upon remember- 


be separated from him. 


ing the words of our Lord,) “He 
that loveth father, or mother, or 
wife, &c.’’ I shall now put the 
question to her, my father, in your 
presence, via. whether she be 
willing to follow the Lord with me, 
or continue with you, and if she a- 
grees to the former youcannot keep 
her from me,as in this case, the laws 
of God and man are on my side ; 
but if she declares her resolution to 
forsake me, because I have chosen 
Christ as my portion, I pledge 
myself to you, that I shall separate 
without a sigh, and never more 
trouble either her or you. Upon 
this declaration, the question was 
put, by the husband. Are you 
willing to put in your lot with me, 
and embrace the truth, or continue 
where you are with my father ?— 
to which the young woman replied, 
(who heard all that took. place 
from the beginning,) that she was 
willing to follow the Lord, and go 
with her husband. This reply 
ennayed the father to the last de- 
gree, (who seemed to be prepared 
for it, having called a party of his 
friends to his assistance before- 


hand,) au upon hearing of it he 


rushed upon the young man, tore 
off his clothes, and then seized a 
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large club, with which he struck 
him severely ; the lad attempted to 
ran out, but one of the catholic 
brotherhood seized him about the 
body, which the former mistook 
for a friendly interference to save 
him from his father; but instead 
of this, he held him ‘ast. until he 
received some severe blows of the 
club on the side ; but being strong, 
he made an effort, got clear, and 
escaped into my house half naked, 
and nearly doubled together with 
a blowon the side. This took 
place between ten and eleven 
o’clock last Tuesday night. We 
afforded him protection, and need 
I say, my dear Pastor, rejoiced 
over this young champion in the 
cause of salvation, 

I recommended him, as the first 
thing, to snatch his wife out of the 
fire, which he happily effected a 
little before day-light the — next 
morning at no small risk ; for his 
mother, a stout masculine woman, 
happening to be awake, overheard 
the young woman going out, (as 
they lived in the same house, ) pur- 
sued and overtook her on the road, 
where she beat her severely. I 
have placed them withSolomon who 
lives over the Persian school-room, 
in a little place that I gave him 
during his residence here, and 
which will answer forthis promising 
young man and his wife, (and save 
them house rent, ):after Solomon’s 
departure hence. 

He is twenty two years old, has 
been married-about ten months, i¢ 
smart, steady, communicative, and 
intelligent ; has committed to 
memory a large portion of the 
scriptures. He is a_ tolerable 


English scholar for a native, and 
writes an. elegant hand, whieh: 
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would prove a means of supporting 
him amply in a public office. 

But what appears most encour- 
aging, he reads and writes the Ben- 
galee language well, and under- 
stands, as well as speaks fluently, 
the various provincial dialects of 
these parts; therefore it would 
appear as if the Lord had already 
prepared him to set about the good 
work of winning suuls. 

About the end of the month, 
himself, wife, and afew of the 
Sutya-gooroo’s people will be 
baptized, should the Lord please 


to continue us. 


meee 


PERSIA. 


Mr. Scumip, Missionary at 
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Madras, writes that an Armenian 
Bishop from Jerusalem informed 
him in October last, that ‘* there 
are about 80,000 persons in Persia, 
called Sophis, who about 10 or 12 
years ago, openly renounced Ma- 
hometanism, abolished circumcision, 
established separate places of wor- 
ship, and adopted a peculiar dress 
to distinguish themselves from the 
Mahomedans. ‘They are said to 
speak highly of Christ to revere 
the Scriptures, and on the whole, 
as the Bishop expressed it, ‘to 
come into the Christian way.’— 
They would receive copies of the 
Bible, and especially of the New 
Testament, with the greatest joy 
and gratitude, and would support 
with the greatest zeal all attempts 
to enlighten the Persian nation, 








PORTSMOUTH, JANUARY 9, 1820. 





TO PATRONS ON THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE NEW YEAR. 


AGAIN by the commence. 
ment of a new year, we are remiud- 
ed of departed tine ;—time, which 
can 
rises before our view to criminate 
us for our abuse of it, or with 
more than human effort to econsvle 
us with the cheering approbation 
of **thou hast been faithful over 
a little.” 

Time, in its rapid flight, wit- 
nesses the rise and fall of kingdoms, 
tates and empires, while all have 
to yield to his destroying sythe, 
but that kingdom, established in 


rishteousness and peace, of which, 


it issaid ‘his kingdom is an ever- 
lasting kingdom.’?’ While at the 
prescnt epoch. other climes witness 


never be recalled ;—which 


the distresses of want, tumults and’ 
revolutions, we may say, with 
gratitude to the disposer of events, 
that our lines are failen to us in. 
pleasant places. Iustead of being 
borne down by the overbearing 
hand of tyranny and oppression, 
aod the hard earnings of the poor 
being taken from them by force to: 
support a religion establiched by 
law, whose views and principles 
they cannot concede to nor believe,. 
we see that freedom, liberty, and: 
equality in its full extent, is enjoyed 
and that as it were, the last shackle 
from the rights of conscience is re- 
moved. Here, in our happy coun- 
try, we have no titles of nobility 
for ‘the favored few.”? No tre 
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bunals established by legal author- 
ity to criminate the consciences of 
men. No cruel inquisition, to 
blast the rising prospects of fam 
lies, by tearing away its members, 

under the pretext of heresy, and 
cause them to linger out their 
existence in loathsome dungeons, or 
expire on the wheel, the rack or in 
the flames. But our year expires 
and brings we to a new era which 
still preserves to.us our rights and 
privileges unimpaired : privileges 
which our forefathers jeopardized 
their lives to obtain, and which are 
dear as life itself; these, preserved, 
guarrantee to us the blessings of 
civil end religious liberty and 
open a wide door for the diffusion 
of the lipht of life, nor is. it opened 
in vain 3 many by hearing have 
believed and rej iced, while some 
like Joseph, who ** was like a fruit- 
ful bow by a well. whose branches 
yun over the wall,’ have imparted 
the fruit of righteousness, and 


borne the choicest blessings—the- 


bread of God—the gospel of salva- 
tion, not only to those who inhabit 
our borders, the savages of the 
wilderness, but to savages of distant 
Jands = When wethink of recount. 
ing the mercies of the Lord, we 
are lost in admiration and wonders. 
they are as the stars in the sky or 
as the sand on the sea shore, innu. 
merable ; therefore we would say 
with the Psalmist, ‘* So teach us 
to number our days, that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom.”? 
Beloved brethren, who profess to 
stand in the liberty of the Gospel — 
‘The present year commences with 
prospects the most encouraging ; 
the extensive revivals we have 
witnessed—the number tncreasing 
who have run to aud fro with the 
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glad tidings of salvation, and the 
united: exertion to set in order the 
things that are wanting, are among 
the number of things calculated tg 
stimulate to an endeavor te build 
again the waste places of Zion, 
Let no insmuating: or vauntin ig 
Sanballet or Tobiah, cause you to. 
desist or come down from the work. 
That our hopes be not blasted, may 
our desire be continually to Him, 
who never slumbers-nor sleeps, that 
he wou'd have a watchful care over 
his vineyard, clothe his ministers 
with salvation, and bless the weak 
endeavors to promote his cause and 
kingdom in the world. 

‘The present seems to be a set 
time to favor Zion, not only in 
particular places, but generally. 
she appears to be arising and.com. 
Ing out of the wilderness—the 
north gives up. the soutn keeps not 
back—the seals of prophecy are 
unleosing and the latter day glory 
begins to appear. May we keep 
pace with advancing time that we 
may be in a situation to rejoice in 
the fulfilment of the scripture, avd 
in anticipation of glorious things 
yet to be revealed, that when time 
with us shall cease we may receive 
the joyful welcome into the joys of 
our Lord. 


REMARK. 


IN this number is commenced 
a history of the inquisition ; a pic- 
ture of distress occasioned by 4 
wicked adherence to bigotry and 
superstition. It is published at 
length in order to give a correct 
view of this horrid engine of tor- 
ture and destruction, ag it 15 now 
in operation ia Spain. Lt is sags 
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that arrests are every day made by 

the inquisition in Grenada; the 

charge in that place is Freemasonry. 
S=== 


For the Christian Herald. 


Luke ii. 12. And this shall be 
a sign unto you, ye shall fina the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes,’ Sc. 
That we may confine ourselves 
within the limits of the scripture I 
think it proper to make a few 
observations, a3 I have often hac 
unpleasant feelings while hearing 
some in their public communica- 
tions make use of vulgar and un- 
scriptural expressions with regard 
to the attire which first covered 
our blessed Saviour, whio have 
interred that because he was laid 
in a manger, his first covering must 
have been different from what the 
scripture and reason would teach. 
Let such compare Lam. ii. 22. 
and Ezekiel xvi. 4 with the figure 
represented in Job xxxvili. 9, aud 
it will be observed that by swadiing 
or swathing clothes or bands, al- 
lusion was had to the first attire a 
child received. And this will lead 
to a rational conclusion without 
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resorting to-unscript ural assertions. 


There is one passage more I with 


to notice 
John xix. 2. ‘The ‘vsoldités 
tit 
upon his head.”? It isthought that 
the Naba or Nabka ts the tree 
which afforded the crown of'thorns; 
its branches are soft round and pli- 
ant, its leaves resembles Ivy “and 
perhaps his enemies would have’a 
plant somewhat resembling that 
with which emperors: and yerterals 
used to be crowned with, that the 
leaves might represent the ladrel, 
and the thorns the richly set dia- 
monds that their slander might be 
the more reproachivg. It ‘is 
thought by many that the crown 
of thorns was constructed’ go as 
be driven into the head of the Sa. 
viour, but they have no scriptite 
to warrant the assertion, The 
object now seemed to be to mock 
aud to set atnaught. They there- 
fore put upon him a mock robe, 


‘gave him a mock sceptre and put 


upon his head a mock crown asa 
prelude to the ignominious death 


of the cross. 
M*** Peete, 





MISCELLANY. 


edeememesnetnnentael 


ON CARD PLAYING. 


A GENTLEMAN ia public com. 
pany enveighing against the pre- 
vai'ing custom of Card Playing, 
was requested to give his reasons 
for it, which he did in words to 
this effect :—-I will, said he, since 
you desire it, give you my reasons ; 
first, ia general, and then in partic- 
ular, I have observed that Cards, 


waste a great deal of rime: In 





the next place, they exclude con- 
versation, which is the highest of 
all social pleasures; and lastly, 
they too frequently excite envy, 
repining, and ill humour. ‘To be 
more particular—In youne per- 
sons, the habit of playing at Cards 
absorbs many of those hours which 
shonld be spent in improving the 
mind, and which, thus daily wasted, 
can never afterward be recalled. 
By thus losing the opportunity of 
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improvement, they become utterly 
unfit for proper employments, and 
of course fall into pursuits, unwor- 
thy of the stations they might have 
filled, and become insignificant in 
themselves and useless to society. 
With respect to the orp ;——T'his 
humour of Card Playing is a most 
wretched example, and contributes 
greatly to ruin the rising genera. 
tion: it removes that reverence 
which ought naturally to wait upon 
years, and renders that season of 
life disgraceful, which ought to be 
the object of veneration: It in- 
creases avarice, the two natural vice 
of ace, and corrupts the heart, at 
a season, when it should be em- 
ployed in more serious pursuits. 
In a word, this is one great cause 
ef that incapacity so justly deplored 
in our youth of both sexes, and 
of that profligacy, which disgraces 
those in aDVANCED YEARS. 

CONVERSION OF TWO INFY- 

DELS. 


DURING the late war, Col. 
S. was an officer in the Peninsula. 
One day when a party of officers 
were dining together, the Colonel 
denounced the Bible as nonsense 
from the begioning to the end. 
A general officer who presided at 
the table. asked him whether he 
had ever read the book upon which 
he had made these severe remarks, 
Col. S_ was obliged to confess that 
he had not. ‘* This is what I 
suspected,’ answered the general ; 
if you had read it, you could not 
have spoken as you did; 1 hope, 
however that you will read it ; in 
which case [ have no doubt that 
your sentiments respecting it will 
be changed.”” The Col. promised 
thathe wouldreadit. Hedidso; 
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the divine blessing accompanied it ; 
and he became a christian. 

About the beginning of the 
present year, Dr. F. of F. a phy. 
sician of celebrity, buta professed 
infidel, was suddenly taken ill. Op 
hearing of his illness. Col, S, his 
intimate friend, visited him, with a 
view of conversing with him on 
religious subjects, as he could not 
bear the thought that his friend 
should die an infidel. He earnestly 
intreated him to read the bible, 
** No, Colorel,” replied he, “ you 
know my sentiments concerning 
that book. I do not believe a 
word of it. I hope therefore you 
will not mention it to me any 
more.”” The colonel perceiving 
that it would be of no avail to urge 
it any further, said, ‘*I have a 
book in my hand, which, as it is 
not the Bible, you will perhaps 
allow your lady to read it to you. 
At all events I will leave it with 
you.’ Having said this he took 
his leave. A few days after, the 
physician sent for him, ard said to 
him on his arrival, ‘* I cannot be 
sufnciently thankful for the book 
which you requested me to read. 
By the blessing of God it has 
produced a complete change in my 
views. I now believe the Bible to 
be the word of God, and hope, by 
the divine aid, to comply with its 
requirements.”? The book was, 
“the Gospel its own witness.” 

Eng. Bap. Magizine for Oct. 1219. 
NOTICE. 

THE New Hampshire General 
Meeting and Conference of the 
Curistian BretHREN, 18 ap- 





pointed to be holden in this town 5 
to commence on the last Saturday 
of the present month. Public meet- 


ing Saturday and Lord’s Day. 
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HYMN, 
FOR THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 
YEAR. 


Tue opening year demands our praise, 

To him whose pewer prolongs our 
. days, 

Unnumber’d souls from life have fled; 

Why are net we among the dead ? 


God’s boundless mercy kept our 
breath, 

Or we had slept the sleep of death. 

Sh ll we long-suffering love despise, 

Or from ungrateful slumbers rise ? 


This year its millions will demand, 

To be entomhb’d by sea and land; 

Our turn must come—this year it may, 

But who knows when ?—perhaps to- 
day ! 


Are we prepar’d to meet the Lord? 
Have we ebeyed his heavenly word ? 
If not, to-day attend his call, 

Give him our hearts, our time, our all, 


For favors past, let thanks arise ; 

For sins, let tears bedew our eyes ; 
While God’s rich mercy flows around 
May ceaseless songs of praise abound. 


HUMILITY. 


Wherefore should man, frail child 
of clay, 
Who from the cradle to the shroud, 
Lives but the insect of a day, 
©, why should mortal man be proud ? 





His brightest visions just appear, 
Then vanish, and no more are found; 

The stateliest pile his pride can rear, 
A breath may level with the ground. 


By doubt perplex’d, in error lost, 

With trembling step be seeks his 
way ; 

How vain of wisdom’s gift the boast ! 

Of reason’s lamp, how faint the ray ! 


Foilies and crimes, a countless sum, 


Are crowded in life’s little span ! 
How ill, alas! does pride become 
That erring, guilty creature, ‘nvan ! 


God of my life, Father divine, 
Give me a meek and lowly mind: 

In modest worth, O let me shine, 
And peace in humble virtue find. 


From the Trump of Christian Unien. 
Pd find God's presence there. 


Ah should my soaring thoughts arise 
Fiy rapic through the air, 

And bound the limits ef the skies, 
I’d find God’s presence there, 


Had I the wings of morning light, 
To trace the earth afar; 

I'd see vast wouders in my flight, 
And find God’s presence there. 


Could I survey the mighty deep, 
And its extent declare, 

Beneath the raging billews sleep, 
I’d find God’s presence there, 


Could I descend far down to hell, 
And all its torments bear, 

Or all the wretched limits tell, 
I'd feel God’s justice there, 


When I pursue the distant road, 
And trust the raven’s fare, 

I find the mercies of my God, 
And feel his presence there. 


Ill humbly walk before his sight, 
And shortly trust to wear 
Immortal robes of purest white, 
And feel God’s presence there. 
== 


HYMN. 


O Lord, when I the heavens survey, 
And all the splendid frame, 

I feel my ardent breast consum’d 
With a devouring flame. 


By thy cemmand, the radient sun 
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In_plory drowns the day And all my faculties be lost 
And stars, when shade invests the Inextacy and praise? 

world, ——— 
Their gentler light display. 
roe en RESIGNATION. 

Yhe spring, in sweet vicissitude, oe 

Adprns the flow’ry fields ; Pzace; 0, my murm’ring heart be 


And autumn, gay with golden fruit, 
A pleasant prospect yields, 

If, then, thy liberal hand, has pour’d 
On nature so much grace, 

©! with what joy the saints behold 
Th’ effulgence of thy face. 


While by reflection [ thy charms 
In nature here descry, 

Longing to enter thy blest courts, 
I languish, faint, and die. 


My soul would, disengag’d from earth, 
Be ravish’d with thy sight ; 

But, in this sordid elay confin’d, 
The body stops it’s flight. 


When wilt thou to thy servant, Lord ! 
Unveil thy beauty’s blaze. 


Poet en 


still ! 
’Tis.God afflicts thee now ; 
Adore his just and righteous will, 
And te his wisdom bow, 


Though I endure the heaviest pain 
When I from duty swerve, 

Why should a worm at this complain? 
’Tis less than I deserve. 


My Father has my good in view, 
Nor are his dealings wrong ; 
Whate’er he bids Pll cheerful do, 
Without a murm’ring tongue. 


QO, let me triumph in thy strength, 
For my own strength is weak ; 
And thou wilt lead me, Lord, at 
length, 
Te the repose I seek. 





REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN NEW-BEDFORD. (MASS.) 


AS we were closing this num- 
ber we were informed of a glorious 
revival of Religion in New-Bed- 
tord, by a letter of the 4th inst. 
received here, from Elder Moses 
How, of this town ; Elder How, 
has been absent from this towna 
few weeks ; he states that since he 
has been in New-Bedford, about 
fifty have been hopefully converted, 
in the society of the Christian 
Brethren, and that a number have 
also been converted in other soci- 
eties, in the town within a few 
days—-that agreat multitude are 
in distress of mind, and more or 
less are converted every day—that 
six found comfort the day before, 
and that they have meetings, every 
day, morning and evening. He 
further observes, that such a time 


was never before known in that 
place, and such a glorious time he 
never before saw ; and that Elder 
Frederic Plummer, had _ providen- 
tially come there, was engaged in 
the work and expected to continue 
there till after the next first day of 
the weck. 


“ As cool water to a thirsty soul, 
sos good news from a far coun- 
try.”? 


“6 Ride on all conquering king, ride 


on, 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be dont, 
Let heaven and earth agret, 

To sound aloud thy worthy fame, 

Till all our souls shall be on flame, 


To rise and reign with thee. 
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